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1 . CDR HERBERT, USN PROJECT MANAGER FOR THE OMEGA NAVIGA- 
TION SYSTEM DETAIL (ONSOD) HAS RECEIVED A LETTER DATED 10 
AUGUST FROM L.C. JACOBE, GOA FIRST ASST SECRETARY OF TRANS- 
PORT AND CHAIRMAN OF GOA INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON 
OMEGA, WHICH HAS CREATED DOUBT IN ONSOD AND THE DEPARTMENT 
CONCERNING THE STATUS OF OMEGA IN AUSTRALIA. JACOBE 
STATES THAT NOTWITHSTANDING HIS GOVERNMENT'S APPROVAL OF 
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OMEGA, THE PROJECT STILL FACES SERIOUS POLITICAL OPPOSITION, 
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PARTICULARLY FROM AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF IMPORTANT TRADE 
UNIONS AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT CONCERNED WITH THE POTENT- 
IAL HOBART AND MAC QUARIE IS. SITES. WHILE WE WERE ADVISED 
IN MID-APRIL BY THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY THAT DISCUSSIONS 
LEADING TO A RAPID AGREEMENT BASED UPON THE 1972 US/AUS- 
TRALIA DRAFT AGREEMENT WOULD BEGIN IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS 
(PARA ONE. TIC THREE OF REFTEL), THE JACOBE LETTER SUGGESTS 
THAT AN OCTOBER MEETING IN AUSTRALIA OF CONCERNED GOA/US 
OFFICIALS WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS. BUT THAT SUCH TALKS WOULD 

BE QUOTE VERY PRELIMINARY (AND) OF COURSE.. .COULD 
NOT REACH FINALITY EXCEPT IN A FEW INSTANCES UNQUOTE. 

2. ONSOD IS DISMAYED BY GOA APPARENT INABILITY TO ES- 
TABLISH A FIRM DATE FOR COMMENCING DISCUSSIONS AND THE 
GENERALLY NEGATIVE TONE OF THE JACOBE LETTER. NEVERTHE- 
LESS ONSOD WISHES TO CONTINUE PRESSING FOR A TIMELY AGREE- 
MENT AND ENVISIONS THE FOLLOWING AS THE OPTIMUM SEQUENCE 
OF EVENTS: 

A) AUSTRALIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE 28-30 SEPT TECHNICAL 
CONFERENCE OF OMEGA NATION AGENCIES IN BERGEN, NORWAY. 

CDR HERBERT HAS ADVISED MR. W. WILLOUGHBY, THE AUSTRALIAN 
OMEGA PROJECT COORDINATOR, OF THIS MEETING AND HAS IN- 
FORMALLY INVITED HIM TO IT IN A LETTER DATED 6 AUGUST, TO 
WHICH NO REPLY HAS YET BEEN RECEIVED. THE HOST NORWEGIAN 
AGENCY WILL ISSUE A FORMAL INVITATION. 

B) AN OCTOBER MEETING IN AUSTRALIA BETWEEN A SMALL ONSOD 
GROUP HEADED BY CDR HERBERT AND AMEMBASSY OFFICIALS, AND 
THEIR APPROPRIATE GOA COUNTERPARTS, TO INITIAL A GOVERN- 
MENT-TO-GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT. SUCH AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE 
BASED UPON THE DRAFT 1972 AUSTRALIA-US OMEGA AGREEMENT 
WITH THE MINOR CHANGES WE HAVE FORWARDED TO YOU. 

C) ONE OR MORE TECHNICAL MEETINGS AS NECESSARY AT SUB- 
SEQUENT DATES TO BE AGREED UPON AT THE OCTOBER MEETING IN 
ORDER TO WORK OUT TECHNICAL DETAILS. 

3. FYI. WHILE ONSOD WOULD BE WILLING TO REVERSE THE 
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SEQUENCE OF STEPS B AND C (I.E., TO SEND A TECHNICAL TEAM 
BEFORE INITIALING A FORMAL AGREEMENT), THEIR OFFICIALS 
WOULD NEED TO HAVE A FIRM IDEA FOR BUDGETARY PLANNING PUR 
POSES OF WHICH MAJOR FUNCTIONS WILL BE UNDERTAKEN BY EACH 
NATION AND WHICH WILL BE JOINTLY FUNDED, IN ORDER TO IN- 
SURE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS IN CY77. ONSOD FUNDS MUST BE 
COMMITTED BY 1 JAN 77. END FYI. 
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4. IN LIGHT OF THE CONTINUED DELAYS WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED 
IN THIS MATTER AND THE PESSIMISTIC TONE OF THE JACOBE 
LETTER, REQUEST THAT YOU APPROACH GOA TO CLARIFY CURRENT 
GOA VIEWS ON OMEGA AND REACH AGREEMENT ON A TIMETABLE FOR 
DISCUSSIONS ALONG LINES PARA 2 ABOVE. JACOBE LETTER WILL 
BE POUCHED SEPARATELY. HABIB 
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